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DOCTOR

OF LAWS

honoris causa

Dr Daniel TSE Chi-Wai
CITATION

Mr Chancellor,
It is a double
University
because

honour

for me to speak on behalf of the

for Dr Daniel

TSE Chi-wai

today.

Not only

he is one of Hong Kong ‘s leading educationists,

but because

I also have the privilege

him in his capacity
Standing

as a Chairman

Committee

on

of serving

under

of the Government’s

Language

Teaching

and

Research.
Dr Tse was brought up in a very traditional Chinese
cultural

setting,

education,

but

received

graduating

Western

university
in 1960and

BSc in Mathematics

in 1762,from Baylor IJniversity,

MSc in Physics

Texas,

and PhD in Physics from the University of Pittsburgh

in

1965.
He has a distinguished

record of high-level

public

service in Hong Kong: from 1985to 1971,he served as
an elected Member

of the Legislative Council,

and from

1986to 1791,as a Member of the Executive Council. He
has chaired
Bilingual

the Police

Complaints

Laws Advisory

Committee

on Chinese

has been associated

Medicine,

Corruption

recently

as Chairman

the

the Preparatory

and SCOLAR, and he

with the Independent

Against

Corruption.

Committee,

Committee,

in a number

Commission

of capacities,

of the Advisory

most

Committee

on

He is a Hong Kong Affairs Adviser, and was

a member

of the Preparatory

Kong SAR of the National

Committee

People’s

In the field of education,
significant

contributions

was for several
Examinations

years

Dr TX

has made very

to the life of Hong Kong.
a Member

Authority,

of the Hong

Congress.

of the Hong

and of the Vocational

He

Kong

Training

Council. From 1985to this year, he was a Member of the
Court

of the IJniversity

Member

of Hong

Kong,

of the Board of Overseers

Biotechnology

at the Chinese

and the Biotechnology
Hong Kong Educational

Institute

Research

discipline

western

education.

and the open

approaches

educational

process.
particularly

most

liberal

of both strict
approach

are relevant

of

to a successful

He sees virtue in memorisation,
of artistic writings

But he puts equal emphasis

self-learning

of the

As a result, he is firmly convinced

that both

Chinese.

at our own

Association.

He is proud to have had the benefit
eastern

of

University of Hong Kong

Research

From 1790to 1992he was President

University.

example,

and he is a

for the Institute

and poetry

for
in

on the ability of

and the spirit of free inquiry, which, to be

effective,

should

be built on a foundation

strong and well-disciplined

training.

on
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His educational
Baptist philosophy,
of stewardship

mission

is greatly

influenced

which has inculcated

and calling in what he does. He always

tries to treat difficulties in his work as challenges
be overcome
conscious

by

in him a sense

by perseverance

that can

and faith. He is particularly

of the challenges

facing today’s graduates

pillars of the future society

and masters

as

of their own

destiny under the ‘one country, two systems’ and ‘Hong
Kong people

governing

the challenge

of being citizens of the People’s

of China

and residents

Administrative
Hong

Hong Kong’ arrangements-

Region;

Kong

contributing

of the Hong
the challenge

SAR competitive

international

Special

of keeping

the

internationally

to the modernisation

the motherland;

Republic

Kong

and

and development

and the challenge

of

of exposure

to

culture while cultivating an understanding

of the Chinese

cultural heritage.

Asked which person has had the greatest influence
on his life,
whether

he answered,

I should

“When

I was

pondering

return to help the then Hong Kong

Baptist College, in the wake of the disturbances
and with its Physics

Department

virtually

of

1967,

deserted,

a

professor of physics who was visiting me in my laboratory
said, “We here would certainly miss you if you decided
to return to Hong Kong.
scientific

community

greatly because

But I don’t suppose

that the

of the United States would suffer

of your absence.

On the other hand, if

you don’t go back when there is great need out there
which you can do best to meet, many young people will
suffer.

After all, the value

measured

of one’s

by how much his services

are needed.” That professor’s

life can only be
and contributions

remarks tipped the balance

for his return, as Head of the Physics

Department,

Hong Kong is certainly educationally

and culturally the

better

for his having

chosen

where academic
promising
returning

taken

the path of courage
than

his visitor’s

advice

he was

here, he has overseen

Hong Kong Baptist

College,

and

to return to Hong Kong,

life then was less prosperous
where

and

at that

and less

time.

Since

the metamorphosis

a great institution

of

with a

fine liberal arts tradition, to Hong Kong Baptist University.
Through

his dedication,

he serves as an estimable

selflessness
role-model

and perseverance,
for the youth of

Hong Kong today.
Mr Chancellor,
I have the honour to present, on behalf of the University,
Dr Daniel Tse Chi-wai, President
Hong Kong Baptist University,
of Laws honoris

causa.

and Vice-Chancellor,

for the degree of Doctor

