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teaching awards: the National Science Foundation

interference, potentially negating many of its
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Prof Poor is therefore a man for our age. The

in 2006, Prof Poor has seen the number of

breadth of his scientific contributions is reflected
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by 41%, and the amount of space committed
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There is a famous course on 'Wireless Revolution' for
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both engineering and non-engineering students at
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Princeton, now widely copied by other universities.
This course is an expression of Prof Poor's
educational philosophy which addresses a special
need in higher education today: better integration
of engineering and the liberal arts. He sees all too
clearly that the world's pressing problems in health,
security and the environment all require science
and technology for their solution. Engineering
should therefore no longer be taught in isolation.
To him, the essence of engineering is creativity and
teamwork. Engineers must learn to also function
as leaders in business and public service. Society
also needs a workforce that is 'technically literate'
and creatively competitive. It thus makes sense for
engineering and humanities to meet. At Princeton,
courses are created for teams of engineers and
non-engineers to work together to find solutions to
problems. He sees the teacher's job as bringing out
the students' in-born creative qualities, giving them
freedom to find their creativity, even if doing so
leads to student stumbles or missteps. At the very
least what emerges is the originality of their ideas.
To many students, Prof Poor is a nurturing father
figure who is approachable to a fault.

The

graduates he mentored are now spread out across
many institutions as prominent scholars and
scientists. Today, we honor a rare outstanding
scientist whose gift as an educator is equaled only
by his genius in helping to create an increasingly
wireless world in which unprecedented freedom
and human creativity triumph.

HONORARY DEGREE CITATIONS

I 17

