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awareness. She completed her bachelor studies

East-West researchers through her teaching and

in political science at William Smith College, a US

writing, bold inclusion of often sensitive subjects,

liberal arts school, graduating summa cum laude

and dedication to objectivity and truly informed
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knowledge.

to learn Chinese. After receiving her master ’s
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a PhD from the University of Michigan, both in
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political science, she was among the first group of

28 ︱縈譽博士的讀辭

She was born in Shanghai in 1948
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studies scholars globally. The Institute now
has partnerships with over 50 universities and

The eminence of her scholarship in the subsequent

research centers in East and Southeast Asia and

three decades has been recognized at the highest

supports new programs from India to North Korea.

levels by both historians and political scientists.
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In 1993, she received the prestigious John King
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Prof Perry currently sits on the editorial boards

of the Hong Kong University of Science and

of over a dozen major scholarly journals. She
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has served as President of the Association for
Asian Studies and on the board of the National
Committee on US-China Relations. The regard
for Pei Yili, as she is known in China, is evident
from her eight honorary professorships at Chinese
universities. She has also shared her expertise
and experience as a member of the Advisory
Committee of HKUST ’s School of Humanities and
Social Science.
In 1998, Prof Perry became the first woman
director of the Fairbank Center for East Asian
Research, Harvard University’ s research institute
on Chinese studies. In 2008, Prof Perry became
the first woman director of the HarvardYenching Institute, regarded among the very top
independent foundations advancing humanities
and social science higher education in Asia. She
has since sought to widen the organization ’s
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